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Fellow  Comrades: — The  war  created  us  a  fraternity.     We  meet 
in  these  annual  gatherings,  because  in  our  soldier    relations    we    became 
friends — a  fraternal  feeling  grew  up  among  and  between    us.      It  can  be 
truly  said  of  the  fzd  Ohio  that  no  regiment  had  among   its   officers   and 
soldiers  fewer  feuds,  fewer  quarrels — and  more  genuine  friendship.    \\  e 
meet  to    talk  of    ourselves  and    our  deeds,   to  congratulate  and  be  con- 
gratulated.    We  are  not    vain-glorious,  we  do    not  unduly  parade    our 
I    acts  or  valor,  but  as  men  have  ever  done  before  us,  as    fellow-sailors    on 
i    a  ship,  as  members  of  one  craft,  as  adventurers  in    strange  lands — in  the 
I    same  way  that  such  as  these  when    met,    recite  the  scenes,  the  trials,  the 
|    dangers,  the  triumphs  through  which  they  have  passed — so  do    we.      It 
|    is  well  that  we  do  so.     We  are  made  better  by  it,  we   like   one   another 
I   better  aferwards. 

And  it  would  be  strange  if  among  a  regiment    of  men,    all    intelli- 

Igent  and  observing,  who  have  traveled  by  rail  and  water,  and  the  tedi- 
ous march  over  nine  States,  and  in  all  more  than  io.ooo  miles,  who 
have  faced  with  unflinching  valor  the  deadly  hail  of  battle,  who  have 
j  endured  the  pestilence  of  the  camp,  and  many  of  whom  have  languished 
|  in  prisons,  starving  and  naked  for  months;  it  would  be  strange,  I  repeat, 
if  such  a  body  of  men  had    no  tales  to  unfold,  no  stories  to  tell. 

And  how  fit  it  is  we  should  meet  on  this  day,  the  100th  anniver- 
sary of  Bunker  Hill,  where  American  valor,  animated  and  upheld  bv 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  made  itself  first  known  and  felt. 

It  is  now  more  than  ten  years  since  the  war  closed  and  the  soldiers 
returned.  During  these  ten  years  almost  innumerable  reunions  of 
Union  soldiers  have  been  held,  and  in  almost  every  town  and  city  in  the 
North;  and  I  esteem  it  the  proudest  claim  in  behalf  of  the  citizen  sol- 
diery of  the  Union  that  not  only  on  the  first  return  of  the  soldiers  did 
they  at  once  resume  the  walks  and  pursuits  of  peace,  but  since,  though 
frequently  met  together,  they  have  never  in  one  instance  broken  the 
public  peace  nor  demanded  for  themselves  any  exclusive  privilege  or 
special  reward.  The  men  who  went  to  the  front  in  the  "J 2d  went  for 
no  mercenarv  purpose,  but  from  the  best  and  noblest  motive.  Our 
worthy  commander  left  a  lucrative    law  practice   where,  hi  dud -gained 
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honor,  distinction  and  fortune;  and  not  only  this,  he  left  a  home  and 
family  and  every  comfort;  these  he  freely  exchanged  for  life  in  a  tent 
and  in  the  field  with  few  comforts  and  no  Luxuries.  But  what  was  true 
of  him  was  true  in  a  great  measure  of  all. 

The  men  of  the  73d  were  recruited  from  the  very  best  blood  of  the 

country.  In  no  particular  was  the  condition  or  reward  of  one  man  bet- 
tered. It  was  a  sense  of  duty  and  a  perfect  readiness  to  make  any  need- 
•ed  sacrifice  for  our  country,  that  caused  such  men  to  put  their  names, 
upon  the  enlistment   roll. 

It  was  the  same  patriotic  spirit  that  was  so  nobly  exhibited  by  Put- 
nam, Prescott,  Stark,  Reed  and  Joseph  Warren,  and  the  men  under 
them,  at  Bunker's  and  Breed's  Hills,  ico  years  ago  to-day. 

On  October  2d,  1861,  Ralph  P.  Buckland  was  commissioned  bv 
Governor  Dennison  to  recruit  the  73d  O.  V.  I.  Some  ten  or  more  per- 
sons were  soon  after — on  Col.  Bucklantl's  representations— appointed  bv 
the  Governor  Second  Lieutenants  and  charged  with  the  dutv  of  recruit- 
ing" or  enlisting  men  for  the  73d.  \  am  not  able  now  to  reproduce  the 
names.  Col.  Buckland  himself  entered  actively  upon  the  work  of  re- 
cruiting and  organizing  the  regiment;  meetings  were  held  in  almost 
every  school  house  in  Sandusky  county  for  the  purpose  of  urging  en- 
listments. A  camp  was  established  at  Fremont  upon  the  old  Fair 
Ground,  between  the  bend  of  the  river  and  the  mill  race.  The  greater 
part  of  the  soldiers  were  enlisted  from  Sandusky  county.  There  were 
some  from  the  east  part  of  Wood  county  and  a  part  of  a  com  pans  from 
Seneca  county.  There  was  nearly  one  entire  company  from  Erie  coun- 
ty and  a  few  men  from  Medina  county.  The  National  Government 
became  somewhat  urgent  in  its  requirements  for  soldiers  in  the  field, 
and  on  January  iSth,  1S62,  Colonel  Buckland  was  ordered  to  report 
with  his  regiment  at  Camp  Chase,  near  Columbus,  Ohio.  lie  then  had 
about  900  men.  The  regiment  arrived  at  Camp  Chase  January  19th. 
1S62.  At  Camp  Chase  Company  K  was  broken  up  and  some  other 
troops  were  assigned  to  the  regiment  to  make  up  the  maximum  num- 
ber. A  company  recruited  by  Capt.  Theodore  M.  Thompson  and 
others  in  Cincinnati,  for  the  53d  Ohio  was  assigned  to  the  721!  as  Com- 
pany K.  Original  Company  K  which  had  been  mostly  recruited  in 
Medina  county,  was  distributed  among  other  companies.  Lieut.  M.  T. 
Williamson,  of  Cincinnati,  who  had  also  recruited  a  part  of  a  company 
was  assigned  to  Company  C.  These  recruits  were  a  good  deal  dissatis- 
fied at  first,  with  being  assigned  to  the  73d,  and  old  Company  K  was 
dissatisfied  with  being  broken  up.  The  dissatisfaction  was  uf  ver\ 
short  duration,  and  the  utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling  prevailed 
throughout  the   regiment  durini*  its  period  of  service. 


At  Camp  Chase  five  companies  of  the  regiment  received  their 
muskets.  On  February  1 8th,  1N62,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  report 
to  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  left  Camp  Chase  im- 
mediately, via  Little  Miami  Railway,  for  Cincinnati,  and  (lie  Ohio 
river  for  Paducah,  and  arrived  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  February  2i^t,  1S62. 
The  following  is  a  complete  roster  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  when 
it  left  Camp   Chase: 

FIELD     AND    STAFF. 

Colonel— Ralph  P.  Buckland,  Fremont,  0. 
Lieutenant  Colonel — Herman  Canfield,  Medina,  0. 
Major — Leroy  Crockett,  Clyde,    O. 
Surgeon — Dr.  John  B.  Rice,  Fremont,  < ). 
Assistant  Surgeon — Wm.  Kaull,  Tiffin,  0. 
Adjutant — Eugene  A.  Kawson,  Fremont,   0. 
Quartermaster — Pan.  M.  Harkness,  Bellevue,   0. 
Chaplain — Abraham  B.  Poe,  Fostoria,  0. 
Sergeant  Major — Orrin  i).  England,  Fremont,  <). 
Quartermaster  Sergeant — Roll  in  A.  Edgerton,  Fremont,  0. 
Commissary  Sergeant — Joshua  \V.  Watterson,  Clyde,   0. 

LINE    OFFICERS. 

Co.  A — Captain  C.    G.    Eaton,    1st  Lieut.  Henry  W.  Gifford,  2d  Lieut.  Spencer 
Russell. 

Co.  B — Capt.  George  Raymond,  1st  Lieut.  Henry  W.    Buckland,    2d   Lieut.    W. 
T.  Fisher. 

Co.  C— Capt.  S.  A.  J.  Snyder,  1st  Lieut.  M.  T.    Williamson,  2d  Lieut.    D.    W, 
Huffman. 

Co.  D — Capt.  Andrew  Nuhfer,  1st  Lieut.  M.  F.  Fowler,  2d  Lieut.  Jesse  Cook. 

Co.  E — Capt.  J.  H.  Blinn,  1st  Lieut.  C.  D.  Dennis,  2d  Lieut.  W.  A.  Strong. 

Co.  F — Capt.  Leroy  Moore,  1st  Lieut.  A.  H.  Rice,  2d  Lieut.  J.  B.  Gillmore. 
-     Co.  G— Capt.  James  Fernald,  1st  Lieut.  W.  C.  Bidle,  2d  Lieut.  J.    II.  Poyer. 

Co.  H — Capt.  Michael  Wegstein,  1st  Lieut.  Anthony  Young,  2d    Lieut.    Acdrevr 
Kline. 

Co.  I — Capt.  Jacob  Fickes,  1st  Lieut.  Alfred  Bates,  2d  Lieut.  James  Donnel. 

Co.  K — Capt.  Theodore  M.  Thompson,  1st  Lieut.  W.  II.  Skerrett,  2d  Lieut. 
Caleb  T.  Goshorn. 

Of  these  forty  commissioned  officers  four  were  killed  or  mortally 
wounded  in  action,  viz.:  Lieut. -Col.  Canfield,  Capt.  Wegstein,  Lieut. 
Gifford  and  Lieut,  then  Major  Rawson;  and  two  died  of  disease,  viz.: 
Major  (afterwards  Lieut. -Col.)  Crockett,  and  Lieut.  Gill  more,  while  in 
service.  Many  resigned  on  account  of  disease  and  for  other  causes,  viz.: 
Quartermaster  Harkness,  Assistant  Surgeon  Wm.  Kaull,  Captain  Ray- 
mond, Lieutenant  (then  Captain)  Russell,  Lieutenant  Fisher,  Captain 
Blinn,  Lieutenant  Rice,  Captain  Young,  Lieutenant  Foyer,  Captain 
Fickes,  Lieutenants  Bates,  Goshorn,  Cook,  Fowler,  Strong,  Dennis, 
Kline,  and  Donnel. 

There  were  numerous  promotions,  viz.: 

Colonel  K.  P.  Buckland  to  he  Brigadier  General  November  29,  1862. 
Major  Leroy  Crockett  to  be  Lieut.  Col.  April  6,    1862. 
Adjutant  Eugene  A.  Kawson  to  be  Major. July  23,   1863. 
Hospital  Stewart  Win.  Caldwell  to  he  Assistant  Surgeon  April  17.    1863. 
Captain  Chas.  G.  Eaton  to  he  Major. June  20,  1862,    Lieut.  Col.  July  23,  1863. 
Lieut.  II.  \V.  Gifford  to  be  Captain  June  20,    1862. 
Lieut.  Spencer  Russell  to  he  1st  Lieut.  June  20,  1862,   Captain  May  17.  1863. 
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Lieut.  Henry  W.  Buckland  to  be  Captain  June  20,  1868. 

Lieut.  VVm,  T.  Fisher  to  be  1st  Lieut.  .June  20,   1862. 

Captain  S.  A.  J.  Snyder  to  be  Major  July  27,  1864. 

Lieut.  Daniel  W.  Hoffman  to  be  1st  Lieut  March  1,   1*64. 

LieUt.  Manning  A.  Fowler  to  be  Captain  March  8,    1863. 

Lieut.  Chan.  D.  Dennis  to  be  Captain  March  1,    L868. 

Lieut.  William  A.  Strong  to  he  1st  Lieut.  March  1,  1863. 

Lieut.  John  B.  Gillmore  to  he  1st  Lieut.  April  24,   18<>4. 

Lieut.  Win.  C.  Bidle  to  be  Captain  April  23,  1864. 

Lieut.  Anthony  Young  to  he  Captain  June  20,   1862. 

Sergeant  Orrin  O.  England  to  he  1st  Lieut.  March  5,  1863. 

Sergeant  Chan.  L.  Dirlara  to  he    2d    Lieut.  June    20,    1862,     1st  Lieut.  March  1, 
1863,  Captain  April  28,  1<S(J4. 

Private  John  M.  Lemmon  to  he  2d  Lieut.  June  20,  1862,  Captain  Jan.  29,   1864. 

Sergeant  Alfred  Putnam  to  he  2d  Lieut.  Sept.  16,  1802,  1st  Lieut.  March  2,  1864. 

Sergeant  Jonathan  F.  Harrington  to  he  2d  Lieut.  March  1,  1863,  1st  Lieut.  April 
29,  1864,  Captain  May  2-"),  180"?. 

Sergeant  Morris  Reea  to  be  2d  Lieut.  March  1,  1863. 

Private  Merritt  Sexton  to  be  2d  Lieut.  April  24,    1863,  1st  Lieut.  April  24,  1864, 
Captain  April  11,    1865. 

Private  Lorenzo  Dick  to  be  2d  Lieut.  April  6,  1862,  let  Lieut.  March  1,  1863. 

Private  Joseph  SeatTord  to  he  2d  Lieut.  February  26,  1863,    1st    Lieut.    January 
3,  1865,  Captain  May  25,  1865. 

Private  James  H.  Stewart  to  be  2d  Lieut.  March  5,    1863. 

Private  Alonzo  P.  Johnson  to  be  1st  Lieut,  and  Adjutant  August  11,  1863. 

Sergeant  Charles  L.  Hudson  to  he  2d  Lieut.  November  22,  lb64,  1st    Lieut,    and 
Adjutant  March  18,  1865,  Captain  September  4.  1865. 

Sergeant  Joy  Winters  to  be  2d  Lieut.  April  29,    1864. 

Sergeant   Major  Chas.    H.  McCleary    to  be  2d  Lieut.  April  29,  1S64,  1st  Lieut. 
November  20,  1864,  Captain  June  14,  1865. 

Quartermaster  Sergeant  Kollin  A.  Fdgerton  to  he  2d  Lieut.  April  24,  1863. 

Private  Andrew  Unkle  to  be  2d  Lieut.  April  9,   1864. 

Sergeant  Edward  McMahon  to  he  2d  Lieut.  May  14,  1864,  1st  Lieut.  April  11,  1S65. 

Sergeant  David  Van  Doren  to  be  2d  Lieut.  April  9,   1864. 

Sergeant  Josiah  F'airbank  to  be  2d  Lieut.  April  9,  1864,  1st  Lieut.  May  25,  1865. 

Sergeant  Zelotus  Perin  to  he  2d  Lieut.  April  9,  1864. 

Serjeant  John  G.  Nulifer  to  be  1st  Lieut.  March  18,  1865. 

Coj.  Sergeant  Joshua  W.  Watterson  to  be  1st   Lieut,  and  Regimental  Quarter- 
master January  16,  1863. 

Sergeant  Christ.  Edwards  to  be  1st  Lieut.  May  2,  1865. 
It  is  possible  I  have  omitted  some,    the  regimental  records    are  im- 
perfect, I  give  the  best  information  I  have. 

Several  of  our  officers  have  died  since  they  left  the  service;  Capt. 
Putnam  quite  recently,  on  June  4,  1S75. 

Lieutenant  Watterson  died  at  Clyde,  on  ;  Lieut.  C.  L.  Hud- 
son, at  Fort  Clark,  Texas,  January  5,  1S74;  Capt.  Geo.  Raymond,  To- 
ledo, April,  1S75;  Capt.  II.  W.  Buckland,  March  30,  1S69,  in  this  city. 
There  may  be  others,  but  I  do  not  now  recall  them. 

Space  and  time  forbid  I  should  attempt  to  give  a  list  of  non-com- 
missioned officers.  If  it  were  possible  I  should  here  give  a  complete 
list  of  our  dead,  but  in  the  limited  time  since  I  was  assigned  to  deliver 
this  address  I  have  been  wholly  unable  to  prepare  it. 

You  will  bear  me  witness  that  during  the  four  years  of  our  service, 
the  72d  Ohio  was  never  found  wanting.  It  always  did  fully  the  duty 
assigned  it.  It  enjoyed  the  respect  of  all  soldiers  who  knew  it.  More 
— it  was  held  in    special  esteem  by  its  brigade,  division,  corps  and  army 


commanders.  Xo  position  was  so  responsible-  no  post  so  dangerous 
no  service  so  difficult — but  the  yzd  was  counted  adequate  to  undertake  it. 
Nor  was  the  charge  of  cowardice  ever  brought  against  our  regi- 
ment nor  any  of  its  officers — and  in  every  engagement  through  which 
it  passed,  it  was  unfaltering — true  to  its  colors  and  country,  but  above 
all,  true  to  itself. 

For  courts-martial  we  furnished  few  subjects.  While  we  did  pretty 
much  as  we  pleased,  we  had  very  perfect  discipline. 

Of  our  marches,  seiges,  battles  and  skirmishes,  I  can  not  speak  in 
very  great  detail.  We  left  Camp  Chase  February  [8,  1862,  by  rail  for 
Cincinnati,  where  we  embarked  on  steamboat  for  Louisville,  and  march- 
ed around  the  falls  and  took  boat  for  Paducah,  Kv.,  and  disembarked 
there  on  February,  21st.  Only  five  companies  had  then  received  their 
arms.  The  others  were  armed  at  Paducah  with  Enfield  rifles.  '  We 
remained  at  Paducah  until  March  6,  1862.  During  this  time  General 
Sherman  organized  his  division,  and  our  regiment  became  a  part  of  the 
Fourth  Brigade,  Col.  Buckland  commanding. 

Time  and  facilities  for  drill  had  so  far  been  very  small,  some  of  us 
had  hardly  learned  the  manual  of  arms. 

On  March  6,  1S62,  we  were  embarked  again  on  the  old  Baltic,  and 
Sherman  and  his  division  headed  up  the  Tennessee.  Some  of  us  per- 
haps felt  a  little  nervous  at  being  placed  in  the  command  of  "Crazy 
[Bill."  But  we  soon  learned  that  if  Sherman  was  crazv  he  was  crazv 
in  the  right  direction.  We  found  him  a  vigilant,  active,  tireless  com- 
'mander,  full  of  regard  for  his  men,  love  for  his  country  and  zeal  for  the 
cause  in  which  he  had  drawn  his  sword. 

On  our  way  up  the  Tennessee  we  passed  Fort  Henry,  and  at 
Savannah,  Tenn.,  we  disembarked  for  drill.  Our  regiment  was  part  of 
the  advance  which,  under  Sherman,  moved  up  the  river  near  Eastport, 
Miss.,  and  disembarked  and  made  the  attempt  to  reach  and  destroy  the 
Memphis  &  Charleston  railroad,  but  was  prevented  by  iloods  and 
swollen  streams. 

March  iS,  1S62,  we  were  disembarked  at  Pittsburg  Landing  and 
isoon  after  went  into  camp  at  Shiloh  Church — a  very  rude  log  building 
in  the  woods. 

On  March  25th  or  26th,  Colonel  Buckland,  under  orders  from 
Sherman,  made  a  reconnoisance  with  his  brigade  and  went  as  far  as 
Monterey,  where  the  rebel  pickets  were  encountered  and  shots  ex- 
changed. 

On  April  4th,  1S62,  about  2  P.  M.,  a  considerable  force  of  rebel 
cavalry  attacked  the  left  of  the  picket  line  in  front  of  Buckland's  brig- 
ade, and  captured  a  Lieutenant  and  seven  men  of  the    70th   Ohio    Regi- 


merit.  At  the  time  this  occurred  the  73d  Regiment  was  engaged  In 
battallion  drill  near  the  right  of  the  line  of  our  pickets.  Gen.  Buck- 
land  was  at  the  time  at  the  drill  field  and  lie  started  in  the  direction  of 
the  firing,  and  directed  Major  Crockett  —  at  the  time  commanding  the 
72d — to  follow  with  the  regiment.  While  on  his  way  to  the  point  of 
attack  Major  Crockett  detached  Co.  B,  of  the  73d — then  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Raymond — to  scout  out  beyond  the  picket  line  and 
ascertain  what  force  of  the  enemy  was  in  front.  .Adjutant  Rawson 
who  had  seen  some  service  in  the  east,  went  along  with  Co.  B.  When 
Major  Crockett  reached  Gen.  Buckland  with  with  the  regiment  and 
told  him  he  had  sent  Co.  B  outside  tie  picket  line,  Gen.  Buckland  very 
strongly  disapproved  the  act  saying,  the  men  were  inexperienced  and 
might  get  into  trouble.  He  directed  Major  Crockett  to  take  Co.  II 
and  go  out  and  find  Co.  B  and  return  with  them  to  the  regiment  as  soon 
as  possible.  In  advancing  with  Co.  II,  Major  Crockett  went  too  far 
to  the  left  and  did  not  intercept  Co.  B.  Major  Crockett  and  Lieut. 
Geer,  of  the  48th  Ohio,  who  was  then  serving  as  aide  on  Gen.  Buck- 
land's  staff  and  a  small  advance  guard  of  Co.  II  having  advanced  about 
a  mile  beyond  the  picket  line  were  intercepted  and  captured,  some  of 
the  men  being  wounded.  Co.  H,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Young,  did 
not  stop  to  content  with  the  rebel  cavalry  but  hastily  made  their  way 
back  to  the  picket  line  in  considerable  confusion.  In  the  meantime  tir- 
ing was  heard  to  the  right  front  and  Gen.  Buckland  fearing  that  the  at- 
tack  might  prove  serious  had  ordered  Colonel  Cockerill  with  several 
companies  of  the  70th  Ohio  to  repair  to  the  picket  line.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival Gen.  Buckland  took  Cos.  A,  D  and  I,  of  his  regiment,  and  started 
into  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  directing  Col.  Cockerill 
to  come  to  his  aid  if  the  firing  should  become  heavier.  Gen.  Buckland 
did  not  advance  far  when  he  met  some  of  Co.  H  returning  and  learned 
that  Co.  B  was  surrounded  by  rebel  cavalry  and  in  great  danger  of 
capture. 

A  violent  rain  storm  set  in  which  for  a  time  stopped  all  firing;  as 
soon  as  the  rain  slackened  the  firing  was  resumed,  Gen.  Buckland  push- 
ed on  with  great  vigor  and  after  advancing  about  two  miles  from  the 
picket  line  he  came  up  in  the  rear  of  the  rebel  cavalry  which  had  sur- 
rounded Co.  B.  He  gave  orders  to  his  men  to  advance  rapidly,  and 
when  within  easy  range  of  the  rebels  his  three  companies  opened  lire 
and  immediately  charged  the  rebels  and  drove  them  away  in  confusion 
killing  several  men  and  horses  and  capturing  nine  prisoners.  Co.  B 
had  but  forty  men  engaged  and  had  been  under  fire  for  about  fifty  min- 
utes. The  rebel  cavalry  force  was  estimated  at  from  250  to  400,  and  it 
was  impossible  for  Co.  B  to  retreat.      It  was  compelled  to  form  a  square 


and  act  on  the  defensive.  The  men  fought  deliberately  and  their  fire 
was  very  effective.  The  company  lost  four  men  wounded,  and  this  was 
the  first  oLood  shed  by  the    jzd.      The  casualties  were  as  follows: 

Co.  B  lost  James  Titsvvord,  mortally  wounded,  being  the  first  man 
of  the  72d  shot  by  the  enemy;  Charles  Bennett  was  severely  wounded, 
L.  P.  Kennedy,  M.  Swartslander  and  Zack  Henrick,  slightly.  Co.  II 
had  John  Ohlinger,  G.  A.  Gessner,  Nicholas  Huber  and  Joseph  Youn- 
gle,  wounded,  and  Philip  Furtig  missing. 

This  was  our  first  fight,  and  tested  our  metal.  It  demonstrated 
what  was  so  often  demonstrated  after — the  intrepid  valor  of  the  men  of 
the  72d. 

On  April  6th  and  7th  came  Shiloh  with  its  carnage,  its  thirty-six 
hours  of  constant  strain,  excitement,  hopes  and  fears. 

I  doubt  if  in  all  the  annals  of  war  more  stubborn  bravery,  more  de- 
termined valor,  more  prolonged  endurance,  more  unyielding  and  uncon- 
querable purposes  were  manifested  by  men,  than  the  men  of  the  72d 
exhibited  at  Shiloh. 

So  far  as  the  ^J2d  Ohio  was  concerned,  and  so  far  as  concerns  >1 
Buckland's  Brigade,  Shiloh  was  not  a  surprise.  We  were  in  line  of 
battle  long  before  the  conflict  came.  We  fought  some  seventv  rods  in 
front  of  our  color  line,  and  we  maintained  our  line — not  once  did  the 
line  waver,  not  one  foot  did  it  give  way. 

For  two  terrible  hours  did  Buckland's  brigade,  with  the  72(1  on  the 
right,  hold  its  ground  and  repulse  successive  and  desperate  assaults  of 
greatly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy.  Here  fell  our  Lieut.  Col.  Can- 
field,  mortally  wounded,  a  modest,  true,  brave  man  as  ever  drew  sword 
for  his  country,  and  Capt.  Wegstein  shot  dead  at  the  head  of  his  com- 
pany, and  Lieut.  Gifford  mortally  wounded,  and  Chct.  Buckland,  a 
mere  bov,  full  of  promise,  who  left  college  to  serve  his  country,  and 
many,  many  others  so  noble  and  so  brave.  I  remember  that  of  my  own 
company  (B),  not  less  than  twentv-one  brave  boys  out  of  sixty  that 
went  into  that  battle  were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this  battle  reached  a  total  of  120  offi- 
cers and  men. 

The  loss  inflicted  on  the  enemy  by  Buckland's  brigade  was  great. 
In  his  official  report  Gen.  Buckland  estimated  the  rebels  killed  in  front 
of  his  brigade  at  200,  and  says:  "The  number  of  wounded  must  have 
been  immense." 

In  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  72(1,  eighty-five  of  the 
enemy's  dead  were  found. 

After  Shiloh  our  regiment  formed  part  of  the  right  wing  in  the 
scige  of  Corinth,  and  did  its  full  share  of    building  earth-works,    felling 
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trees,  picketing,  skirmishing  and  fighting.     No  one  who  did  not  witness 
it,  would  realize  the  vast  labor  performed  by    the  soldiers  in   that  nci^e 

and  advance.  The  army  constructed  seven  distinct  lines  of  breast 
works — not  mere  rifle  pits,  hut  well  planned  and  substantial — with 
trenches  five  to  eight  feet  deep,  ten  feet  wide,  and  twelve  to  fifteen 
miles  in  length,  each.  And  all  this  was  done  by  soldiers,  much  of  it 
under  fire,  and  at  all  times  arms  were  stacked  close  at  hand,  ready  foi 
fight.  After  the  evacuation  of  Corinth  the  'J  2(\  stopped  a  short  time  at 
Chewalla,  then  went  to  Moscow,  and  then  formad  part  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  Holly  Springs,  and  finally  in  July,  1862,  reached  Memphis, 
Tenn.  The  men  and  officers  presented  a  decidedly  "seedy"  appearance 
when  they*  marched  into  this  gay  and  rebellious  city.  If  not  dirtv,  the\ 
were  certainly  ragged  and  saucy.  At  Memphis  we  remained  until  No- 
vember 25th,  1862,  making  one  scout  of  four  days  early  in  November, 
and  had  the  longest  rest,  the  easiest  time  of  our  whole  service. 

It  is  easy  now  to  see  the  mistake  made  by  the  military  authorities 
by  this  delay.  Had  our  army  pushed  vigorously  on  after  the  rebels 
after  Corinth,  1S62  might  have  ended  the  war.  November  26th,  1862, 
we  left  our  snug  quarters  and  brick  cabins  in  Fort  Pickering,  and  he- 
came  part  of  the  right  wing  of  Grant's  army  in  the  march  for  Jackson, 
Miss.,  or  Vickshurg.  Passed  the  Tallahatchie,  camped  and  made  meal 
at  Bowles'  Mill,  and  when  Forest  cut  the  railroad  in  our  rear,  turned 
back  toward  Holly  Springs,  kept  on  to  Lagrange  and  Moscow,  and 
early  in  January,  1863,  made  our  grand  six  days  march,  all  alone,  via 
Bolivar  and  Camp  No.  5  to  Corinth,  and  there  endured  more  suffering 
than  at  any  other  place  in  our  service. 

We  reached  Corinth,  Wednesday,  January  14th,  1S63,  and  left  by 
rail  January  31st,  1S63  and  reached  White's  Station  at  10  P.  M.  Here 
our  command  under  our  able  and  efficient  engineer — Eaton,  built  Fort 
Pecksniff. 

Friday,  March  13th,  1S63,  we  broke  camp,  marched  to  Memphis, 
eleven  miles,  and  embarked  on  the  Champion  for  "down  the  river." 
Next  day  went  down  the  river,  stopping  at  Hell's  Half  Acre,  four  miles 
below  Helena,  where  we  remained  until  the  28th  of  March,  when  we 
were  compelled  to  evacuate  bv  high  water,  and  embarked  on  hoard  the 
Lady  Franklin,  having  in  the  mean  time  been  ordered  to  Gen.  Mc- 
Pherson's  (17th)  corps. 

On  March  30th  we  debarked  fifteen  miles  below  Providence,  at 
Transylvania  Landing,  Louisiana,  at  2  P.  M.     Next  day  we  decamped, 

took  same  boat    we    got  off,    and   started    for    Young's    Point,    opposite 
Vicksburg. 


April  ist  we  moved  up  to  Duckport,  and  went  into  camp,  and  be- 
gan the  digging  of  the  Duckport  Canal. 

Monday,  April  30th,  Adjutant  Gen.  Thomas  reviewed  our  Division 
and  announced  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government  on  the  negro  ques- 
tion. Fridav  night,  April  Z2<.\  and  23d,  the  gunboats  and  transports 
ran  the  rebel  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  and  afforded  us  one  of  the  grand- 
est scenes  produced  by  the  war.  Mav  ist,  we  began  the  march  through 
Louisiana,  passed  Richmond,  and  Roundaway  Bayou,  and  on  May  5th, 
reached  Perkins'  Landing,  on  the  Mississippi.  On  the  7th  of  May  we 
reached  the  landing  opposite  Grand  Gulf,  crossed  into  Mississippi  on 
Sunday,  and  on   May  Sth,  began  our  march  on  Jackson. 

On  May  14th,  we  were  in  the  advance  and  entered  Jackson  after 
a  heavy  skirmish  at  4  P.  M.  May  1  Sth  we  reached  the  rebel  works 
at  Vicksburg-,  and  on  May  22d,  participated  in  the  grand  but  unsuccess- 
ful assault  on  Vicksburg.  June  23d,  we  went  to  the  rear  on  Bea r 
Creek,  to  watch  for  Joe  Johnson,  who  was  expected  to  make  an  effort 
to  relieve  Vicksburg.  July  4th,  came  the  surrender  of  Pemberton's 
Army,  and  we  all  felt  that  glorious  joy  and  pride  that  only  those  who 
had  endured  what  we  had  endured,  could  fully  understand.  But  we 
got  no  rest.  At  noon,  July  4th,  we  were  on  the  march  a  second  time  to- 
ward Jackson,  and  crossed  the  Big  Black  river  the  next  day.  July 
10th,  Jackson  was  invested  a  second  time  and  captured  on  17th  of  Jul}'. 
our  boys  being  the  first  to  enter  the  rebel  works.  July  19th,  we  reach- 
ed Brandon,  Miss.,  after  a  brisk  skirmish. 

After  remaining  one  night  in  Brandon  the  expedition  started  on  it- 
return  and  we  passed  through  Jackson,  Clinton,  crossed  the  Big  Black 
at  Messenger's  Ferry,  and  reached  Markham's  plantation  at  6  P.  M.. 
July  25th,  1S63. 

The  next  day  we  went  into  camp  on  Bear  Creek  where  we  re- 
mained until  September  3d,  1863. 

August  13th,  1863,  Lieut.  Col.  Crockett  was  compelled  to  relin- 
guish  command  of  the  regiment  and  accept  a  leave  of  absence  to  go 
north  for  his  health.  He  bade  the  boys  good-bye  at  noon.  He  never 
returned  but  died  December  10,  1863.  He  was  a  noble,  brave  and  com- 
petent officer,  full  of  ambition,  eager  for  fame,  worthy    of   great   honor. 

At  Bear  Creek  we  camped  in  a  shady  place  in  the  bottoms;  at  Oak 
Ridge,  to  which  place  we  moved,  in  the  open  sun,  on  high  ground. 
The  latter  we  found  far  the  most  healthy. 

We  held  our  part  of  the  Ohio  State  election  October  13th.  [863,  .:t 
our  camp  on  Oak  Ridge.  The  yzd  vote  was:  174  majority  for  Brough. 
There  were  16  votes  in  regiment  for  Vallandingham.  Sandusky  coun- 
ty stood  88  to  11. 
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October  14th,  1863,  we  started  on  an  expedition  under  Major  Gen. 
McPherson  and  on  the  15th  we  reached  Brownsville)  roads  good,  pota 

toes  plenty;  next  day  we  had  skirmishing  and  lost  some  men.  The  <\- 
pedition  consisted  of  three  divisions,  infantry  and  some   cavalry. 

From  Brownsville  the  expedition  moved  south  to  Clinton,  thence 
to  Bolton  and  Champion  Hills,  crossed  Big  Black  river  October  20th 
and  went  into  camp  eight  miles  in  rear  of  Vicksburg,  October  21st.  ai 
Templeton's.  Here  we  remained  until  November,  1863,  when  wc 
were  ordered  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  then  to  Germantow  n,  fourteen 
miles  east  on  M.  &  C.  R.  R.— to   guard  the  railroad. 

After  the  battle  of  Chicamauga  two  corps  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee were  ordered  to  Chattanooga.  Up  to  this  time  the  jid  regi- 
ment had  been  a  part  of  the  15th  army  corps  under  Sherman,  except 
for  a  very  short  time  in  the  spring  of  [863  it  belonged  to  the  1  7 1 !  1  army 
corps  under  McPherson.  When  Sherman  was  ordered  to  Chattanooga 
our  division  was  farther  away  by  the  route  of  travel  than  any  other 
division  of  the  two  corps,  and  a  division  of  troops  from  the  16th  corps 
stationed  at  and  near  Memphis  was  ordered  forward  with  Sherman, 
and  our  division  took  its  place  in   the   16th  corps. 

We  remained  at  Gcrmantown  until  January  29th,  1S64,  when  the 
regiment  moved  into  the  city  limits  north  of  the  city.  During  the 
month  of  December  nearly  all  of  the  men  in  the  72c!  who  had  served 
for  two  years  re-enlisted  as  veterans  for  three  years,  Mor  during  the 
war,"  under  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  and  general  orders  from  the 
War  department,  and  these  re-enlisted  veterans  were  mustered  and 
sworn  in  on  January  2d  and  3d,  1864,  by  Lieut.  Meagher,  of  the  regular 
army.  None  of  us  will  ever  forget  our  Christmas  and  New  Year  of 
1S63-4  at  Gcrmantown.  On  Christmas  the  line  officers  gave  a  dinner 
to  the  field  and  staff,  and  on  New  Year  the  line  officers  were  invited  to 
dinner  at  headquarters.  The  holidays  were  spent  very  happily  by  the 
entire  regiment.  On  February  6th,  1864,  our  regiment  formed  part  of 
;m  expedition  to  Hickahala  creek,  the  Coldwater  and  Senatobia,  and 
Wyatt's  Ferry  on  the  Tallahatchie,  a  demonstration  in  favor  of  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  S.  Smith's  cavalry  expedition  to  Meridian,  Miss.  Wc  return- 
ed to  Memphis,  February  iSth,  1864.  We  had  some  skirmishing  hut 
no  severe  righting.  On  our  return  the  weather  was  extremely  cold  and 
the  evening  of  the  17th  brought  a  heavy  snow  storm. 

One  of  the  promises  made  to  the  veterans  who  should  rc-cnlist  was: 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  being  mustered  in  as  veterans  the  men 
should  be  paid  their  first  installment  of  veteran  bounty,  and  given  a 
furlough  of  thirty  days,  and  to  be  carried  both  ways  free  of  charge  In 
the  government. 
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Mondav,  February  24th,  1864,  the  veterans  of  the  72d  started  home- 
on  their  veteran  furlough  taking  the  steamer  John  I).   Perry    for  Cairo. 

On  our  return  home  we  were  met  everywhere  with  great  cordiality 
and  were  banqueted  in  royal  style  by  the  ladies  of  Fremont     The  days 

of  our  furlough  flew  very  quickly  away.  April  I2th,  [86  J,  found  us  at 
Cairo  on  our  return  to  Memphis,  where  we  received  orders  to  go  to 
Paducah,  Kv.,  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  that  place  from  a  threatened 
attack  by  rebel  cavalry  under  the  somewhat  notorious  General  Forrest. 
We  found  some  rebel  cavalry  hanging  around  the  place  hut  were  satis- 
fied they  came  to  steal  horses  and  not  to  fight.  The  only  noteworthv 
thing  that  occurs  to  me  is  that  everybody — officers  and  privates  alike — 
had  been  home  long  enough  to  spend  all  their  money — we  were  univer- 
sally hard  up.  April  22cl  we  returned  to  Cairo  and  reached  Memphis 
on  the  23d,  and  were  very  glad  to  greet  our  old  comrades  who  did  not 
Sfo  with  us  on  furlough. 

Our  old  commander  Gen.  Buckland  was  now  in  command  of  the 
post  of  Memphis,  and  our  brigade  was  commanded  by  Col.  W.  L.  Mc- 
Millan. Major  Eaton  had  become  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  regiment  and  he 
made  us  a  brave,  vigilant  and  popular  commanding  officer. 

April  30th  we  started  as  part  of  the  bloodless  and  bootless  expedi- 
tion under  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis  going  to  Somerville,  Tenn.,  Ripley, 
Miss.,  and  returning  to  Memphis,  May  9,  1864.  It  was  a  hard,  hot 
march,  and  there  was  no  fun  in  it. 

On  June  1st,  1S64,  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis  started  on  the  ill-fated  Gun- 
town  expedition.  This  expedition  was  designed  to  create  a  diversion  in 
favor  of  Gen.  Sherman's  movement  against  Atlanta,  and  especially  to 
prevent  Gen.  Forrest  with  his  mounted  forces  going  eastward  to  inter- 
rupt Sherman's  railroad  communications. 

Sturgis  had  three  brigades  of  infantry,  comprising  ten  regiments, 
and  at  least  5,000  strong.  With  the  infantry  were  sixteen  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery; he  also  had  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  comprising  nine  regiments 
with  four  pieces  of  artillery  ;  the  whole  command  comprised  more  than 
9,000  troops,  with  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  and  250  wagons. 

This  expedition  reached  Ripley,  Miss.,  I  think  June,  oth.  From 
Ripley  to  Guntown  the  road  over  which  it  moved  passed  through  a  low- 
country,  and  much  of  the  way  through  deep  sand;  on  either  side  was  a 
dense  growth  of  small  timber  and  brush.  West  of  Guntown,  two  or 
three  miles,  is  a  creek  called,  I  believe,  Tishomingo  creek,  impassable 
for  teams  except  where  bridged.  Behind  or  on  the  east  side  of  tin's 
creek  our  advanced  cavalry  found  Forrest's  forces  and  began  skirmish- 
ing. The  troops  of  the  expedition  then  were  stretched  out  for  man} 
miles;  the  day  was  very    hot.      Gen.   Sturgis    was  according    to  all    ac- 
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counts  drunk.      I  fc  was  certainly    wholly    incompetent    to    command    an 

independent  expedition.  , 

When  the  cavalry  found  Forrest's  forces  word  was  sent  hack  to 
Sturgis  that  they  had  encountered  the  enemy,  and  he  immediately  or- 
dered the  infantry  forward  on  double  quick.  They  were  greatly  ex- 
hausted by  the  march;  many  fell  out,  the  troops  were  thrown  into  ac- 
tion in  detail. 

The  enormous  wagon  train  was  pushed  across  the  creek  where  it 
ought  not  to  have  been,  teams  and  drivers  alike  being  subjected  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy. 

There  was  practically  no  hard  fighting  and  certainly  nothing  like  a 
battle.  As  soon  as  the  infantry  had  been  brought  up  and  thrown  across 
the  creek  Sturgis  ordered  his  cavalry  to  retire  to  the  rear  across  the  creek 
again. 

The  infantry  were  not  repulsed  nor  driven  back  and  many  regi- 
ments were  not  en<ja<red  at  all. 

To  the  utter  surprise  of  the  infantry  troops  they  were  soon  ordered 
to  fall  back  and  recross  Tishomingo  creek,  and  then  were  ordered  to  re- 
treat to  Ripley.  Sturgis  took  part  of  the  cavalry  for  a  body  guard  but 
made  no  effort  to  have  the  balance  protect  the  infantry  in  the    retreat. 

The  entire  waeon  train — including:  all  the  ammunition — was  aban- 
doned  to  the  enemy.  The  troops  reached  Ripley  about  daylight  the  next 
morning,  June  nth.  Sturgis  seemed  to  have  no  other  motive  than  to 
escape  and  made  no  effort  to  maintain  an  organized  command.  Many 
of  the  troops  were  without  ammunition,  and  the  entire  force  melted  into 
a  disorganized  mass  seeking  to  escape  as  well  as  possible  from  Forrest's 
cavalry. 

The  72c!  lost  on  this  retreat  237  enlisted  men  and  eleven  officers  as 
follows:  A  37,  B  27,  C  25,  D  24,  E  20,  F  28,  G  iS,  II  23,  1  12  and  K 
19.      Non-commissioned  officers  2,  commissioned  officers  11. 

Nearly  all  these  men  were  taken  to  Andersonville  and  the  officers 
to  Charleston.  Only  a  small  proportion  of  them  were  ever  able  to  re- 
turn to  their  regiment  for  duty  during   the  war. 

This  performance  disposed  of  S.  D.  Sturgis.  lie  was  never  court- 
martialed  for  it,  although  he  should  have  been  shot.  The  fact  that  he 
retains  his  commission  in  the  regular  army  shows  that  our  government 
is  sometimes  more  generous  than  just. 

Very  soon  after  Gen.  A.J.  Smith  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  active  forces  about  Memphis.  lie  speedily  organized  an  expedition 
of  infantry  and  cavalry,  having  in  it  the  same  troops  that  were  under 
Sturgis,  with  enough  more  to  make  up  the  losses.  Early  in  July  Smith 
started  out  to  give  Forrest  battle.     The  expedition  arrived  at  Fontotoc, 
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Miss.,  July  [2th,  the  next  day  it  moved  forward  toward  Tupelo,  and 
while  on  the  march  McMillan's  brigade  -  of  which  the  7-;<l  was  .1  part 
was  attacked  in  flank  by  a  large  body  of  rebel  cavalry  lying  in  ambush. 
McMillan's  brigade  formed  part  of  Gen.  Joe  Mower's  division.  Smith 
and  Mower  were  both  fighting  men ;  although  taken  by  surprise  Mc- 
Millan's brigade  faced  the  rebel  cavalry  and  drove  them  from  the  field 
in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  it,  with  severe  loss  to  the  rebels.  Smith 
reached  Tupelo  the  same  day  and  on  the  14th  gave  battle  to  Forrest 
which  resulted  in  the  entire  defeat  of  Forrest's  forces. 

Forrest's  command  was  mostly  well  mounted  and  pursuit  by  in- 
fantry was  useless. 

The  next  day  Gen.  Smith  moved  his  forces  northward  and  passed 
Old  Town  Creek  in  the  evening.  The  72(1  was  part  of  the  rear  guard 
in  that  move.  This  rear  guard  was  attacked  very  furiously  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  July  15th,  1S64,  but  there  was  no  panic  nor  flight,  the 
brigade  rallied,  faced  to  the  rear,  and  drove  the  rebels  quickly  out  of 
sight.  In  this  affair  Major  E.  A.  Rawson  was  mortally  wounded  and 
died  at  Memphis,  July  22d,  at  noon. 

Our  losses  in  the  three  engagements  were  severe,  but  I  am  not  able 
to  give  the  exact  number.  Soon  after  this  Gen.  Smith  went  out  with  a 
second  expedition  in  which  the  72d  participated.  In  this  he  penetrated 
as  far  as  the  Tallahatchie  river,  remaining  there  several  days  but  had  no 
engagement  with  the  enemy. 

The  service  however  during  all  this  summer  was  extremely  severe. 
We  had  none  of  the  glory  of  those  who  were  in  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
nor  were  we  in  the  march  to  the  sea,  but  the  service  which  the  regiment 
did  render  was  equally  hazardous  and  much  more  laborious. 

September  3d,  1S64,  Mower's  division — including  the  72c!  ami 
other  troops — left  Memphis  by  steamboat,  going  down  the  Mississippi 
and  up  White  river  to  Duvall's  Bluff,  Arkansas;  from  this  point  the 
troops,  under  A.  J.  wSmith,  marched  northward  with  a  view  to  cutting 
off  the  rebel  General  Price  in  Missouri,  and  finally  struck  the  Missis- 
sippi river  again  at  Cape  Girardeau,  and  from  this  point  took  steamboat 
and  went  via  St.  Louis  to  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  where  they  debarked 
and  marched  westward  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  General  Trice  and  his 
army  as  far  as  the  Kansas  line,  then  returning  marched  to  St.  Louis. 
While  on  this  march  the  Presidential  election  for  1864  occurred. 

The  ballot  box  for  the  72c!  was  carried  in  the  rear  end  of  an  army 
wagon  and  an  occasional  halt  was  made  to  enable  the  men  to  vote. 

The  regiment  reached  St.  Louis  in  November  where  the  men  were 
paid  two  months'  pay,  and  then  were  immediately  hurried  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  where  they  arrived  November  30th,   1S64. 
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In  the  battle  of  Nashville  the  7_><1  with  the  other  regiments  of  its 
brigade  won  imperishable  fame.  The  regiment  was  almost  constantly 
engaged  during  the  two  days  of  fighting,  and  was  conspicuous  for  its 
gallant  conduct,  and  especially  in  the  charge  on  the  second  da\  upon 
Shy's  Hill.  It  is  impossible  in  this  address  to  attempt  any  particulars  <>f 
this  battle. 

After  the  battle  the  regiment  was  in  the  pursuit  of  Hood  going  as 
far  as  Eastport,  Miss.  At  Eastport  the  regiment  endured  great  priva- 
tions; provisions  for  the  men  and  food  for  the  horses  was  equally  scarce. 
We  left  Eastport,  Miss.,  on  February  7,  at  6:30  A.  M.,  going  down  the 
Tennessee  river  destined  for  some  place  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Our 
entire  brigade  had  been  so  reduced  that  we  traveled  on  one  boat,  viz. 
The  City  of  Memphis.  We  passed  down  the  Tennessee  into  the  Ohio 
thence  into  the  Mississippi,  reaching  Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  11th, 
1S65.  We  did  not  debark  at  Memphis  but  continued  on  to  Vicksburg 
where  we  debarked  and  went  into  camp  a  few  miles  in  the  rear  of  the 
city.  On  the  19th  we  pulled  up  our  stakes  and  again  took  boat  down 
the  river  and  reached  New  Orleans,  February  22cl,  1S65,  and  went  into 
.camp  below  the  city  on  the  ground  where  Gen.  Jackson  fought  the 
British  in  the  war  of  1S12.  This  was  the  muddiest  place  we  ever  saw. 
Monday,  February  27th,  1S65,  we  received  orders  to  take  the 
steamship  Empire  City  for  some  place — we  knew  not  where—  and  on 
the  next  day  our  entire  brigade  was  on  board  by  12  o'clock,  and  late  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  went  out  of  the  Mississippi  by  the  south- 
west pass.  The  gulf  wras  very  rough  and  se;  sickness  was  well  nigh 
universal. 

March  3d,  we  came  in  sight  of  Pelican  Island  and  at  10  A.  M.  our 
boat  cast  its  anchor  off  Fort  Morgan,  and  the  same  day  we  were  taken 
off  and  landed,  and  went  into  camp  on  Dauphin  Island.  Here  we  lived 
on  oysters  chiefly,  which  the  men   caught  in  a  cove  of  Mobile  bay. 

It  was  here  that  some  of  our  men  were  killed  by  lightning,  on  the 
15th  of  March. 

Our  camp  was  on  a  sand  beach  only  a  few  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  Gulf. 

On  March  19th,  Smith's  16th  Corps — to  which  we  belonged— was 
carried  on  steamboats  across  the  lower  end  of  Mobile  bay,  and  up  Fish 
river  on  the  east  side  of  Mobile  bay  and  debarked  next  day  at  a  place 
called  Daniel's  Mill.  Then  we  began  the  advance  on  Spanish  Fort, 
which  lay  to  the  west  of  us  on  high  ground  and  on  the  shore  of  Mobile 
bay  perhaps  a  dozen  miles  or  more  from  Mobile.  This  so- called  Span- 
ish Fort  was  no  more  than  a  strong  line  of  earthworks,  protected  on  the 
right  of  the  works  by  Mobile  bay,  and  on  the  left  by  Tensas  bayou.      By 
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March  26  we  had  Spanish   Fort   completely  invested,   when  we   built 

fortifications  and  commenced  the  seige  in  a  rather  elaborate  wav.  Here 
we  had  several  men  killed,  and  the-  service  was  hard  enough. 

Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canbv  was  in  chief  command  and  refused  to  all  >\v 
Smith  to  charge  and  capture  Spanish  Fort,  as  we  all  believed  could  be 
done  with  very  little  loss.  We  got  a  rumor  of  Grant's  successes  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  capture  of  Selma  by  the  cavalry  under  Wilson,  hut  we 
felt  we  were  in  a  far  off  country  and  doing  mighty  little  good.  April 
8,  at  midnight,  the  rebels  evacuated  Spanish  Fort  and  we  took  possession. 
The  next  day  at  10  A.  M.  our  division  started  northward  toward 
Blakeley  and  was  just  a  trifle  too  late  to  partictpate  in  the  assault  on 
the  works  there,  which  was  made  at  6  P.  M.  of  April  9th,  and  the  entire- 
rebel  force  captured.  Here  our  fighting  ended.  It  was  in  the  evening 
of  April  8th,  while  attempting  to  drag  away  the  so-called  "sheep  rack" 
from  the  rebel  front  that  Cyrus  Wing,  of  Co.  I,  was  killed  and  Jonas 
Stanburry,  of  Co.  G,  wounded.  These  were  the  last  casualties  in  the 
73d  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  We  had -much  hard  work  and  almost 
constant  service  from  the  time  we  left  Dauphin  Island. 

On  April  9th,  we  got  papers  from  the  north  giving  an  account  <>f 
the  fall  of  Richmond.     As  a  result  of  our  successes  Mobile  surrendered 

on  April  mh.  Ib57270 

April  13th,  we  started  on  our  march  from  Fort  Blakeley  to  Mont- 
gomery, Ala.,  moving-  through  a  barren  pine  country. 

April  19th,  we  heard  of  the  surrender  of  Lee,  receiving  official  in- 
formation upon  which  we  relied. 

On  the  21st,  at  Greenville,  Ala.,  a  salute  of  200  guns  was  fired,  in 
honor  of  recent  victories.  We  reached  Montgomery,  the  first  capital  of 
the  Confederacy,  April  25th.  On  the  26th  we  had  the  first  rumors  of 
the  assassination  of  Lincoln  and  this  was  confirmed  April  30th,  1865. 

On  May  9th,  our  regiment  started  for  Meridian,  Miss.,  via  Selma, 
and  arrived  there  May  14th.  From  this  on  to  the  end  we  did  little 
more  than  guard  duty  along  the  railroads  and  to  assist  the  U.  S.  treasury 
agents  in  collecting  cotton.  In  September  following  the  regiment  was 
ordered  home  for  muster  out. 

As  nearly  as  I  can  determine  the  number  of  soldiers  of  the  yjd 
regiment  who  died  during  the  war — including  killed  and  those  who  died 
of  wounds  and  disease — exceeds  200;  many  have  died  since.  These 
losses  will  never  be  accurately  known. 

This  reference  to  the  part  the  y2d  took  in  the  great  conflict  is  nec- 
essarily very  imperfect.      Its  history  would    till  a  volume. 

At  Vicksburg  alone  there  were  forty  days  of  constant  battle.  The 
labor,  marches  and  fighting  done  by  the  regiment  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Vicksburg  campaign  are  almost  incredible. 
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While  its  ranks  were  constantly  decimated  by  battle  and  disease,  if 
was  in  part  made  good  by  recruits,  and  to  the  end  maintained  p  full 
regimental  organization. 

The  men  of  the  72c!,  although  they  fought  manv  battles,  and  made 
many  hard  marches,  and  many  times  suffered  great  privations  and  went 
without  food  or  shelter,  were  always  cheerful,  never  despondent. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say    that    most,    if  not   all,  enjoyed  then, 
selves;  the  hoys  had  a  knack  of  making  the   best   of  things.     A    home- 
sick  man    cannot   live    in   the    army,   and    in    the  latter  years  of  the  war 
homesickness  was  "played  out.''1 

We  had  a  religion  of  our  own  as  a  rule,  for  our  chaplains  all  went 
home  long  before  the  war  ended;  most  of  them  did  not  stay  a  year. 
And  the  boys  usually  summed  up  the  matter  very  shortly.  If  thev 
were  to  be  shot  they  would  not  he  hanged,  and  if  there  was  any  heaven, 
a  soldier  who  had  endured  the  things  thev  had  endured,  would  he  vcr\ 
liable  to  go  there,  no  matter  if  he  had  never  heard  of  a  creed  or  a  cate- 
chism. We  generally,  I  may  say  always,  except  at  Guntown  had  good 
true  brave  commanders.  But  there  were  some  sad  days  when  we  count- 
ed our  dead  and  wounded  at  Shiloh,  when  the  remnant  returned  from 
Guntown,  when  at  Vickshurg  and  Jackson,  one  after  another  of  our 
noble  soldiers,  tried  and  true,  was  wounded  or  killed,  with  no  loving 
friends  able  to  nurse  or  care  for  them,  with  only  the  rough  ground  be- 
neath, and  the  canopy  of  heaven  over  them.  Or  when  as  at  Shiloh  on 
the  night  of  the  6th  of  April,  wounded  and  dying  men  were  strewn 
thickb  over  miles  of  ground,  crying  aloud  and  in  agony  for  for  water, 
while  the  rain  fell  like  a  Mood — thev  lying  there  helpless — we  power- 
less to  assist,  these  things  made  the  stoutest  hearts  weaken,  and  one 
could  realize  the  ravage,  the  desolation,  the  misery,  the  horrors  of  war, 
and  wish  for  the  grand  good  time  foretold  in  prophecy  when  men  "shall 
beat  their  swords  into  plough  shares  and  their  spears  into  pruning 
hook?,"  and  not  have  war  any   more. 

While  it  would  be  a  sad  duty,  yet  I  would  gladly  if  I  could,  have 
gotten  the  names  of  our  dead,  with  the  places  where  the  mortal  parts 
were  buried.  But  this  I  could  not  do.  Beginning  at  Shiloh,  where 
our  first  dead  lie,  they  will  be  found  at  every  point  of  the  compass, 
some  at  home,  but  many,  very  many,  in  far  distant,  unknown  and  un- 
marked graves.  In  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Indiana. 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia,  South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland,  ami  almost  all  over  our  broad  land 
are  they  scattered. 

Many  died  in  prison  after  enduring  privations  and  sufferings  which 
can  not  be  described. 
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But  the  saddest  page  in  the  history  of  the  yjd,  is  that  which  tells  of 
the  blowing  up  of  the  Sultana.  On  this  steamer  were  mam  of  our 
regiment,  they  had  fought  bravely  for  their  country,  the)  had  under- 
gone all  the  terrible  suffering  and  lingering  torture  of  the  rebel  prison, 
having  survived  all  these,  and  had  been  paroled  at  Vicksburg,  t!.r\ 
were  within  twenty-four  hours  of  Cairo;  their  hearts  bounding  wjtl 
pectations  and  joy,  their  souls  full  of  gratitude  for  their  deliverance, 
while,  at  home,  friends  and  kindred  anxiously  waited  to  greet  them. 
but  in  a  moment,  by  some  criminal  carelessness,  a  boiler  explodes,  the 
noble  men  go  down  to  the  bottom,  scalded  and  maimed,  and  a  thousand 
hearts  are  crushed,  a  thousand  fond  hopes  blasted. 

Comrades,  I  thank  you.  Let  US  continue  to  meet  in  our  annual  re- 
unions. We  may  well  be  proud  of  the  part  we  acted.  One  by  one  we 
are  passing  away,  but  in  the  history  of  our  country,  our  names  shall  be 
written.  We  will  treasure  the  recollections  of  the  past,  and  keep  green 
the  memory  of  our  living  and  our  dead.  And  those  who  survive  us. 
will  do  by  those  who  were  before  them,  as  we  have  done  by  those  who 
were  before  us.  We  are  all  brothers.  There  is  glory  enough  for  all. 
The  humblest  soldier  rilled  a  place  and  performed  a  part  just  a>  essen- 
tial as  that  of  the  highest  officer.  There  are  no  degrees  in  the  praise  to 
be  given.  And  while  we  recount  our  acts,  our  marches,  our  battles,  let 
us  not  forget  that  we  are  now  simply  citizens,  each  of  us  responsible  to 
some  extent  for  the  government  and  prosperity  of  our  great  country, 
and  as  we  did  in  war  in  the  great  crisis  of  our  country's  history,  so  let 
us  now  try  to  do  well  our  part. 
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